14    THE LAST OF THE LATIN HISTORIANS
of Corduene, how he took part in the famous defence of Amida (the modern Diarbekr), and joined in that expedition to the Tigris which resulted in Julian's death and the repulse of the Roman legions at Ctesiphon. After that catastrophe he returned to Antioch and for many years vanishes from history. When he emerges, it is as the spectator of the high-trtason trials at Antioch in 371, as the tourist visiting the plain of Adrianople that he may inspect the site still strewn with the whitened bones of Goth and Roman, or finally as the man of letters, recently established in Rome and receiving the compliments of his friend, Libanius, upon a successful course of historical lectures. The sun-browned veteran was, in fact, reading instalments of his magnum opus to the intellectuals of the capital and tasting the sweets of literary fame. We may guess that his las^ reading was not Liter than 399.
It has been conjectured, on the ground of his interest in legal affair, that, after the death of Julian, Ammianus abandoned a military for a civil career, and that the later part of his life was divided between judicial and literary pursuits* Such a development is not impossible, for the 'Protectores Domestic!' constituted a school of training for civil as well as for military duties, Noi is it easy to suppose that a*man of so active a temperament would have retired altogether from public life at so early a point in his couise. But there is no direct evidence, and we must be content with surmises. We only know that, resembling the Fathci of History in curiosity and love of movement, Ammianus travelled widely, visiting Egyptflnd Greece as well as Thrace, and canymg, as we may* conjecture, in hfe head the exciting design of the great book, the Tacitus brought up to date, which was to be recited before an exacting and distinguished audience in the marble capital of the Empire,
The circumstance that the history was intended for recitation was unfavourable to its quality as a woik of art. It is a common experience that lectures, effective enough on first delivery, fail through some lack of subtlety and finish to preserve their power when issued to the worm in cold print; and the historical lectures of the Syrian veteran were probably